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Preface to First Edition

IT HAS LONG been my opinion that the status of astrology as a serious 
study and as an art beneficial to mankind will not be recognised until we 
raise up the level of the art’s practice. This must be achieved through a 
combination of diligent scholarly research into the ancient and medieval 
astrological procedures and the development of a clear metaphysical 
and philosophical foundation on which the art’s present practice may be 
seen to rest.

The first is necessary for three reasons. Firstly, to document the fact that 
there is a long history of astrologers who have significantly influenced 
the course of world politics, economics, science, and even religion. 
Secondly, to establish which part of modern day astrological practice 
is traditional and which part is innovative. Clearly, this second point 
cannot be accomplished without first discovering what the ancient and 
medieval procedures were. A third concern subsumed under the heading 
of “a need for scholarly research into ancient and medieval astrological 
methods” is to determine once and for all which of these ancient methods 
are relevant to us today. In simple terms, to ask “Which methods work 
and which methods do not work?”, “Did they ever work?” And, 
“What do these methods tell us of our predecessors and the professional 
requirements under which they laboured?”

This first phase, that of research into the ancient methods, is the easier 
of the two. Its pursuit will pave the way for the second phase, the 
determination or development of a clear metaphysical and philosophical 
foundation for the art. This happens to a large degree as one studies the 
ancient and medieval authors and meditates on their dicta struggling 
to see the reasoning behind their methods. Exactly what I mean here 
will be seen in the body of this book where comments made on the 
statements of Bonatti or others set forth certain necessary assumptions 
in the minds of those authors, which upon reflection, are seen to contain 
metaphysical import.

Proceeding in this way, I believe, we come to the conclusion that 
there is, or more strictly speaking, was, an implied philosophical and 
metaphysical vision behind all ancient forms of the art which, while it 
seems to be quite closely connected to Vedantic, Gnostic, Kabbalistic, 
Neoplatonic, Zoroastrian, and Sufi doctrines is still at times in conflict 
with one or more of these. Hence it cannot be said to be dependent on 
any one of them alone. Nonetheless, it is also true that some familiarity 
with one or more of these systems is of great assistance in perceiving the 
astrological metaphysics and in rendering it credible.
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The greatest difficulty I have found in this effort is that we in the 
twentieth century are so far removed, not only in time, but also in 
perception from the place and time in which these doctrines were 
commonplace that often, though we seek the rationale behind the dicta 
of the astrologers we frequently either do not recognise it when we do 
find it or, recognising, cannot accept it. 

It is thus not uncommon to find a beginner in astrology asking But how 
is it possible for Venus, so far out in space to affect me here on earth? 
While even a serious Western student of astrology at an advanced level 
may state How on earth can donating a white cow to a priest change 
the effects of my Natal Moon? If we analyse these questions, we find 
that behind them is the fact that we cannot see the connection between 
the factors involved. Thus, the issue is reduced to one of intellectual 
perception. We cannot, today, so easily see the connection between these 
things because for the last 350 years our society has been increasingly 
conditioned to see only a mechanical connection between things. 

Newtonian Physics, especially as expounded by Descartes required that 
all sense impressions be explained in terms of physical impingement. In 
those circumstances where no such physical cause could be measured 
(usually where any exception to the “rules of measurement” was defined 
out of the situation) the alleged experience was deprived of reality and 
said not to exist. Hence, even though a person of today may not know 
who Newton and Descartes were, so many theories of science, politics, 
economics, education and psychology are now based on these premises, 
that these ideas have, in one way or another crept (or rather been 
hammered) into all our minds so that the majority of us can no longer 
see things in any other way.

The complete study of astrology, therefore, consists of not merely 
digging up the writings of the ancients and assiduously studying them 
but in penetrating their inner meaning and rediscovering their perceptual 
mode. We must ultimately see the world as the ancients did if we are to 
understand their metaphysics. I do not mean to imply that we ought to do 
this to the exclusion of our modern perceptions. We are creatures of our 
time and our place and, it is my belief, based upon my understanding, 
of the ancient metaphysics, that this is significant. We belong here, but 
as we are attempting to bring forward these studies, we must make 
ourselves fitting vehicles for the task. This means being able to have 
good sight in both worlds. Ultimately, therefore this task is a practical 
one not merely a theoretical one.

At this point one might well ask whether or not too much emphasis is 
being placed on the Past. Certainly, it seems that the effort is entirely to 
reconnect with and study only the writings of the “older authors.” This is 
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not to say that the many excellent efforts of modern writers on astrology 
and modern astrologers themselves should be ignored. Their efforts are 
a monument to the relentlessly inquisitive mind of man and the fecund 
creativity of the Absolute. We can never afford to lose this. But what 
exists today in the astrological field is a lopsided situation biased toward 
modernism; in particular, computerisation. 

The present status quo has been enforced upon the astrological world as 
part of the world at large by the priorities of our modern technological 
society. In this modern world little attention is given to the cultivation 
of the classical languages in which the ancient authors wrote because 
it is largely assumed that these languages contain nothing of use to the 
technological culture in which we live. Thus, progress dehumanises us 
once again by cutting us off from our past. There are so few astrologers 
today investigating the works of their predecessors simply because they 
cannot read them. In this they are hardly to be blamed as the entire thrust 
of their education, most of which they had little direct influence over (in 
the wider sense) took them away rather than toward these things. In this 
sense you may say that many of us have come to this situation through 
no choosing of our own.

The question of the underlying metaphysical basis of astrology is 
not merely of interest to astrologers. Astrology attempts to delineate 
character as well as to forecast events. To either of these matters the 
question can, and has been asked: How do these things arise? It is 
important to remember that there is not a scientific world, a world of 
experience, and an astrological world, each clearly separated and 
distinct, except in thought. Therefore, if astrology succeeds in answering 
the experiential question, “How did this event arise”? Then, it has only 
been able to do so by means of the laws of nature or shall we say by the 
laws of the manifestation of events.

An entirely different metaphysics underlies astrology than underlies 
our modern science and hence they answer the question differently. 
But while the metaphysics of science are openly discussed – albeit with 
differing opinions – the metaphysics of astrology have not been clearly 
expressed since the Renaissance. This is because that at that time the 
opinion of the prevailing scientists was that the claims of the astrologers 
were annulled and that astrology was a dead issue. Today, however, the 
very opinions of the seventeenth century scientists have themselves 
been overthrown.

Contemporary scientists have, in the course of their investigations, lost 
the clear border between matter and energy. At about the same time 
they began to have thrust upon them the close association of energy, 
consciousness and the reality of thought, mood, and “the irrational”. 
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Thus, they began to entertain doctrines so abstract and metaphysical 
(such as a kind of neo-Pythagoreanism) that the very pioneers of science 
would cringe were they now alive. It is in this context that we turn and 
look at the supposedly discredited philosophies of our forebears and find 
that, perhaps, they were not all wrong. Thus the gulf between science 
and astrology has narrowed in recent years and may narrow yet more. 
Logic tells us that the discovery of the astrological metaphysics is more 
relevant now than ever. However, we must take one step at a time. The 
second step will, as stated above, arise as a result of the first. It is with 
the first step that we must start.

The thrust of this work is therefore to continue along the path indicated 
by the subject of my first book, The Lost Key to Prediction (New 
York, 1980) which is the investigation and research of the ancient and 
medieval astrological methods. That book dealt with the Arabic Parts, 
a medieval doctrine, which up until now has been obscure. The Arabic 
Parts permit a considerably greater penetration into the natal figure. This 
current work before you will investigate specific ancient and medieval 
doctrines regarding the central issues of life which have up until now 
been only dimly spoken of more often due to ignorance than discretion. 

These doctrines you are about to read of comprised a central part of the 
medieval astrologer’s method chest. They are set forth with comments 
to help the reader. Examples are given where I have been able to find 
such, quoting the author that has provided them. However, my primary 
aim is to put in the public’s hands and especially those of astrologers a 
clear picture of the methodology of the medieval astrologer, as much as 
possible in his own words. In this way, with many minds working on 
the material rather than the few, the worth of such methods can be more 
widely established. So too, can the answers to the other questions posed 
at the beginning of this preface be ascertained.

Robert Zoller
New York 
June 1980



Pr ef ace t o Sec ond Edit ion

At  t he dawn of  a ne w mil len ni um, I fi nd my se lf wr iti ng  th is se cond
pr ef ace  t o a b ook  I wr ot e some t we nty  y ear s ago. Ironi cal ly , i t is a
pr ef ace  t o an ele ct ron ic edit ion  ( 2001) . The re is some thi ng 
paradox ical ab out  p ubl ishin g an el ect ronic e dit ion of a wor k on
Me di eval Ast rolog y, bu t probably  n o mor e p ar adoxi cal  t han 
pu bl ish in g a work  on t hat sub ject at al l; especially  a work  in te nde d
to e nab le  astr ologe rs of  th e twe nt y-f ir st ce ntu ry  to more  accu ratel y
de li neate  an d pre di ct.

Mu ch  has hap pe ned i n t hose in ter ve nin g years.

Th er e h as be en  an  i ncr ease of  in te rest in pr edi ct ive  astr ol ogy , bot h
In di an an d Wester n. Comp ute ri sat ion h as made  th e mat he mat ical
di me nsi on  of  astr ol ogy  n on- th reate nin g to th e p ub lic, the re by
in cr easin g p ub lic i nte re st in  th e stu dy  of  astr ol ogy . A Uni ted Stat es
astr ologi cal  coll eg e, Ke ple r Col le ge, h as re cei ve d academic
accr edi tation and an i ncreasi ng nu mbe r of acade mi cs re gar d
astr ology  an d rel at ed occul t art s as fi elds wor th y of historical  an d
soci ologi cal  r ese ar ch.

Th e human  ge nome has b ee n decode d and e con omic,
communi cation and cult ur al gl obali sat ion are  qu ickly  b ein g
re al ise d. In de ed, t his e lectr oni c edi ti on of  To ol s a nd  Tech niq ues o f
th e Med ieval  A str ol oger wil l b e instantl y avail abl e vir tu all y
an ywher e in th e wor ld. This was somet hi ng impossi ble  t hose few
de cades ago.

For all  t his chan ge , h umani ty  re mains much  t he same. O n t he  on e
hand, at the  writ in g of thi s pre face, wars and te rrori sm st ill  t rou bl e
vast  ar eas of the  g lob e, pl ag ues old an d n ew st il l t ak e t he ir toll,
fami ne st alk s much of th e wor ld, and de ath  stil l rides hi s pal e hor se .



On  t he ot her  h and, love sti ll  be wi tch es, b eauty  and ar t sti ll capti vate
an d enn ob le, h uman excel len ce  st il l r ises fr om me diocr ity , and
impr ove d con di tions foll ow adver si ty. The gr eat er  port ion  of
mank ind stil l cal ls up on  God' s Mer cy. The sayin g goe s: "The  more 
th in gs ch ang e, th e mor e the y stay the  same ."  Th us, t he  in te rests of 
th e Medie val  Astr ol oge r are  t he in ter ests of  th e Moder n P re dicti ve
Astr ologe r. Both have sough t to foresee  an d avoid adve rsi ty  an d to
an ti cip at e and cu lt ivate  th e Good. Th is book is as r ele vant today  as
wh en  it  f irst broug ht to li gh t p racti cal t echni qu es for ach ievin g
th ese g oals.

My  f irst book Lo st  Key to Pr edi ct ion  ( su bse qu ent ly  re -dubb ed by 
th e pub li she r Th e Ara bi c Par ts in  Astr olo gy ) was n ar row i n i ts
pu rview. It conce rn ed it sel f wit h one  of t he  many  te ch niq ue s of
de li neati on an d p re dicti on, t he so-call ed Ar abic Parts . To ol s a nd 
Tech niq ues widene d the  scop e to ot her  medi eval astrological 
me th ods. In 1980, i t was ah ead of its t ime  and me t wit h a l ess t han 
en th usi astic r esp on se fr om pu bli sh ers who we re more in ter ested i n
pop- ast rolog y. Pr actisin g ast rol og ers h owe ve r, we re qu ite  r ece pt ive 
an d, by  b reaki ng th e b ook u p int o sin gl e t op ic le ctu re s, I was soon 
ab le  to b uil d an active lectu rin g cir cu it. F ort un ate ly , t og eth er  wi th 
th e pract ical app li cat ion of the  t ech ni que s descr ibe d in th is work I
was abl e to do qu it e wel l as a p rofessi onal ast rolog er .

Late r i n 1994, I cr eat ed th e Medie val  Astr ol ogy  Corr espon de nce 
Cour se. That  orig in al course dre w heavi ly up on To ol s a nd 
Tech niq ues ( an d oth er sources), wh ich  served as t he course
te xt book. Th en  earl ier  t his y ear  I re st ructu red t hat  cour se  di vi din g it
in to a F oun dation Cou rse for t he  be gi nne r and a  Dip loma
Cour se f or th e advanced st udent . Tog et her , wit h the  work 
pr esent ly  be fore you, now r evise d and f ormin g one  of  t he di sti nct
part s t hat t he  or ig inal To ol s a nd  Tech niq ues h as now bee n divided
in to, t he y p re sen t a much mor e comple te  ex posit ion of pract ical
Me di eval Ast rolog y than did Lo st  Key to Pr edi ct ion .

http://www.new-library.com/zoller/courses/


In  t he pr eface  to t he fi rst  e dit ion, I men ti on th e n ee d f or  more 
scholar sh ip in  astr ology  in  orde r to estab li sh th e art  on  a more  soli d
foot ing . I am glad to say t hat much h as be en  achi eve d along  th ese
li ne s t hough  with  t he caveat that a g re at de al more st ill  n eeds to be 
done . J ust as imp or tan tl y, th e t ime h as al so come  for pract ice . A
larg e q uanti ty  of  mate ri al has b ee n p roduced in  t he last twent y
ye ar s, wh ich  must  b e app lie d and t est ed if  t he value  i n i t is to be 
re al ise d.

Many  of  t he qu est ions raise d by st ude nt s can  be  answer ed in  th e
ap pl icati on of  th e techn iqu es of  p racti cal  h oroscopy . I t he ref or e
ur ge  astr ologe rs to be  p racti tione rs more so th an  th eoret ician s.  F or 
in  t his r egard th e Tru th  in  astr ol ogy  i s t o be found i n p racti ce .

Robe rt Zolle r
14 Dece mb er 2000
Ne w Palt z
Ne w Yor k State 
Un it ed St ate s of Ameri ca
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Preface to Third Edition

Since the last edition, I have been engaged in further research and have 
reached a number of new insights, which reflect in this new edition. This 
has resulted in a general revision of the entire work and the substantial 
reworking of the material on the four differentiae and the use of house 
systems.

In particular, the Almuten tables, which play such an important role in the 
differentiae of birth, have been re-written and should be studied afresh. 
I have also phased out the use of the Placidus house system in favour of 
the Alchabitius Semi-arc house system. Of these two quadrant systems, it 
is now clear that the latter gives the greater accuracy for those following 
Medieval Predictive practise. However, the Alchabitius system should 
also be read in tandem with the Whole Sign Houses. This simultaneous 
consideration of both should be adopted as standard practise and I am 
certain it will become the norm in time. In doing so you will gain insights 
and an understanding of issues presented in a natal figure that are not 
immediately apparent when approaching it using only one system.

Robert Zoller
1st August 2002
West Vancouver
British Columbia
Canada
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Introduction

Astrology had re-entered Europe in the twelfth century as part of the 
“New Science.” This “New Science” consisted of texts previously 
known only in Arabic or Greek which European scholars eagerly 
translated into Latin thus making them accessible to Western mind for 
the first time since the end of the Roman Empire.

Much of this new body of learning consisted of astrological treatises by 
astrologers of the Moslem world written between 700 AD and the year 
1200. Some were Arabic translations from the Hellenistic period. Before 
this time, these texts were only dimly known of in the West. This wave 
of new knowledge caused the number of astrologers, few at that time, to 
swell. These zealous students of the art commenced to collect the texts 
as they became available and practised the art in the form in which they 
received it.

This stage of astrological inquiry in the West took approximately one 
hundred years and by the beginning of the thirteenth century we see two 
new developments in the field.

Firstly, the popularisation of astrological practice as it moves down 
the social hierarchy. From an exclusive interest of esoteric and avant 
garde circles among the clergy and occult circles within the Jewish 
communities 2 to the common man and the middle class.

Secondly, the attempts on the part of some astrologers to collate the 
texts, now widely circulated in Latin manuscript, to synthesise them 
and establish which procedures, of the many found in the texts, were 
reliable. An excellent example of both of these developments is Guido 
Bonatti’s Liber Astronomiae. 

Written sometime in the late thirteenth century, it is an encyclopaedic 
compendium of western astrological methodology based upon Latin 
translations of Arabic sources. For us the Liber Astronomiae comprises 
an invaluable window to the practice of the art in Europe shortly after 
its reintroduction reflecting both its Arabic origins 3 and an incipient 
European character.

2 For the dissemination of astrological doctrines among the European Jews 
dating from at least the first half of the twelfth century see Jewish Astrology at 
www.new-library.com/zoller/features
3 see Arabic Astrology at www.new-library.com/zoller/features

http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/jewish
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/arabic
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/jewish
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/arabic
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When we wish to discover what the medieval astrologer actually did, 
we are in effect looking for a teacher. Often we may read of great feats 
of astrological prognostication and wisdom. Therefore, quite naturally 
we want to know how these astrologers came to their conclusions. 
What methods did they use? However, in the absence of first hand 
information all we can do is to wonder and all too frequently to doubt. 
If only we could find a medieval astrologer, somehow miraculously 
spirited away from that time and place and deposited in our presence, 
free to answer all our questions.

This is precisely what makes the Liber Astronomiae so valuable. In 
it, we get a view of the thinking of a medieval astrologer of the first 
rank. Bonatti was a professional astrologer. He worked for Frederick 
II Hohenstaufen, the Holy Roman Emperor and for Count Guido 
Montefeltro in his war against Pope Martin IV. In his capacity as court 
astrologer to Montefeltro, Bonatti served also as military adviser.4 His 
Liber Astronomiae was widely circulated and enjoyed great popularity. 
It was in the library of Pico della Mirandola as well as that of John 
Dee and influenced the work of Johann Schöner, the sixteenth century 
German astrologer, cartographer and associate of Melancthon.

Thorndike, in his History of Magic and Experimental Science, Vol. II, 
p.826, called the Liber Astronomiae the “most important astrological 
work produced in Latin in the thirteenth century.” The popularity of 
Bonatti’s work is attested to by the fact that numerous manuscripts of it 
are still extant. Thorndike, on page 839 (Ibid) lists it twenty-three times 
in only a partial listing (alternately called the Liber Astronomicus or 
Liber Astrologiae). Testimony to its comprehensiveness is found in its 
immensity, being over 800 columns in the printed editions.

The Liber Astronomiae appeared in print in Latin first in 1491 at 
Augsburg. Radolt was the publisher (G.W. 4643). Other Latin editions 
being produced in Venice 1506, and Basel 1530 and 1550. The work 
in the publication before you is based on the 1550 Basel edition –
Guidonis Bonati Forliviensis Mathematici de Astronomia Tractatus X 
universum quod iudiciariam rationem nativitatum, aeris tempestatum 
attinet, comprehendentes. Adiectus est Cl. Ptolemaei liber Fructus, 
cum utilissimis Geogii Trapezuntii. (15) p.1 848+62 columns. 

It was translated into Italian, a manuscript of which is in the Laurentian 
Library at Florence and into German at Basel in 1592. Thus far, only 
parts of the work have appeared in English. The 146 Considerations 5 or 
Tractatus Quintus were translated by Henry Coley and edited by William 

4 see Bonatti on War at www.new-library.com/zoller/books
5 see www.new-library.com/zoller/books

http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/war
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/146
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/146
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/war
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Lilly in 1675 (later being re-published in by W C Eldon Sergeant in 
1886 with a modern edition released by New Library, London in 2000) 
and I have translated several of Bonatti’s treatise including Bonatti on 
the Arabic Parts, Bonatti on War, The First Tractatus of Bonatti and 
The Second Tractatus of Bonatti as well as several other sections which 
have been incorporated into the Diploma Course in Medieval Astrology 
and its accompanying articles [See also the Advanced papers].6

Bonatti was referred to by the chroniclers of his day 7 and was influential 
enough for Dante to place him in the Eighth Circle of the Inferno in 
his Divine Comedy. When Pico railed against the astrologers in his 
Disputatio Contra Astrologiam Divinatricem it was primarily Bonatti 
he had in mind. Bonatti’s work became a major source of astrological 
theory and practice in the Middle Ages.

In the Liber Astronomiae Bonatti’s opinions are valuable to us as they 
document the standard opinions of the various sources he draws upon. 
Frequently, he differs from these but for the most part, he dutifully 
records the opinions of his predecessors. His major source is Abu 
Ma’shar 8 perhaps the most famous and influential astrologer of all time. 
In all, forty-five sources are named at the beginning of his work, some 
of which will be found in the current work before you. Using Liber 
Astronomiae as a reference point, I have expanded from it to other 
works of notable medieval astrologers in an attempt to get a wider view 
of the medieval practice of the art. Valuable as the Liber Astronomiae 
is, it remains only one astrologer’s efforts to master the art. Comparison 
with the practice of other leading astrologers is useful and so I have 
introduced the opinions and writings of other astrologers where the 
subject seemed to warrant it.

Many doctrines, unheard of since the seventeenth century will be 
explained in this work and in other articles, books and translations 
found at www.new-library.com/zoller. Should these doctrines be 
followed in practice they will go a long way to explaining why at times 
what seems to be astute and considered astrological opinion turns out 
to be inaccurate and why some enterprises begun under apparently 
favourable configurations either never materialise or fail when they 
should succeed.

6 see www.new-library.com/zoller/books & www.new-library.com/zoller/advanced
7 For instance by Salimbene in his Cronica and the annalist of Forli quoted in 
Muratori, Rerum Italicarum Scriptores, revised edition.  Fasc. 20, 1903, p.10
8 see Abu Ma’shar: Prince of Astrologers at www.new-library.com/zoller/features

 http://www.new-library.com/zoller 
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/parts
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/parts
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/war
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/courses/la1
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/courses/la2
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/dma
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/abu
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/abu
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/books
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/reference/advanced
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/references/abu


Sec ti on I
Pr enatal Concerns

On G enerati ng or Co nceiv ing  C hil dren

In  an age  wh en  pr imoge ni tur e was t he ru le an d t he  poli tical 
st ab ili ty  of  t he re alm depe nded up on th e mon arch' s successf ull y
fath eri ng  a st ron g and able  son to wh om th e rei ns of  p owe r wou ld
be  t ran sf err ed, n o eff or t was sp ar ed to en su re th at th ere  woul d be
an  h eir  and, i f at all  p ossib le, a male .

He nce i t was t hat  astr ol oge rs we re  call ed up on to pr edict  f rom t he
natal f ig ure  of t he  ki ng , whe the r his p rog en y wou ld be  male  or 
fe male; and wh eth er  or  n ot a par ti cul ar  in te rcour se would r esu lt  in 
a male or  fe male ch ild or n on e at all .

Th e secon d of the se  conside rations come s u nder th e h eadin g of
Horary Astrology un less it had alr eady bee n det er min ed th at 
ch an ce would n ot be  pe rmitt ed an y rol e whate ver . In th is case, t he
astr ologe r wou ld be  call ed in  to t he nu pti al s t o sel ect t he  most 
au sp ici ou s t ime f or  th e gen er ati on  of  a ch il d. Th is is El ectional
Astr ology , t he  name  be in g t ak en fr om th e Lat in ve rb, eligo or elec to, -
to choose , or from the  n oun  f orm, elec tio, elec tionis, ch oice or op tion.

In  what  f oll ows we have the  t hir te ent h cen tu ry astrologer , Gui do
Bonatti 's in st ructi ons f or su ch an  el ection.  Bon att i pre se nts h is own
op in ion s and t hose of some of  th e out st andin g ast rol og ers of t he 
past  wh o had addr essed t he matte r. He  specif icall y men tions two
we ll -kn own ast rol og ers of t he  Ar ab  worl d, Haly  2 and Zael  3 and
on e Achaiat  ( probably  Abu `Ali al -Kh ay yat , c.770-835) , b ef ore 
gi vi ng hi s own  op in ion .

                                                
     2. 'A li  b. Ri dw an b. 'A li  b. Ga`far Abu Hassan, (998-1061).

     3 Abu`Utman Sahl  ibn Bi _r ibn Habi b al-Israili . One of the most i mportant
astrologers of the 9th century.



Th e fol lowin g ref er s u s to wh at is ge ne ral ly  kn own as the  Tr ut ine o f
Herm es. It  is a me th od of  de te rmi ni ng th e l en gth  of p re gnancy and
in volve s, as we shall se e, th e e xchan gi ng of  th e posit ion s of th e
Moon  an d Ascen dan t in th e n at al an d " conce pt ion " fig ur es.

Th e Tr ut ine o f Her mes { al so kn own  as t he  Tr it una He rmetis} is
at tr ibu te d t o Her me s Tr ismeg istus and forms th e 51st aph ori sm
fr om th e Cent ilo qu im ( at tri bu ted t o P tolemy but  n ow ge ner al ly
conside re d t o have bee n wri tt en in  th e ten th  ce nt ury  b y t he  Ar ab ic
astr ologe r Ja’f ar Ah me t ib n Yu su f ib n Ib rahim al-daya). For mor e
de tail se e b el ow.

Tr ut ine o f Herm es o n the Causatio n of the Leng th of  Pr eg nancy 

Ex tr act  f rom Bonatti , Li ber A st ron om iae Tr ac tat us  De cimus , ch ap ter 
6, cols 670- 671

“The  pe ri ods of p re gnancy are  caused by  th e disposit ions of  th e
su pe r cel est ial b odies according  t o t he ir th ree  p rin ci ple  dive rsiti es,
wh ich are  th e gre at er, t he mi ddl e, an d the  l esser . To the se , cer tai n
ot he r means ar e sub ordin ate d. “

“F or  if  we see  th e Moon in th e sup eri or  part  of  i ts own e pi cycle ,
goin g f rom t he  east  to t he we st at  th e time of th e coi tus or i n the 
horary fi gur e made aft er  th e con ce pti on  21, it  si gn ifi es th at  th e
pe ri od of  th e inf an t i n the  moth er 's womb is th e gre at er {p eri od}
wh ich con sists of  283 days {measur ed}  f rom t he hour of  coit us to th e
ti me  of  b irt h. “

“H oweve r, if  y ou di scove r h er  {i .e . t he  Moon } i n the  l owe r par t of
{h er } e pi cycle  goin g f rom t he  we st  to t he east it  si gn ifi es th at  th e
pe ri od was t he  mi ddle on e whi ch consi st s of 273 days and th is if  th e
Moon  is dist an t i n the  q uesti on fr om th e deg ree  -  in  which it was at
th e time of coitu s or fr om th e deg ree  which was t hen  asce nding  b y
on ly  90 degr ee s. “

“If however it  is dist an t mor e or less, it  sign if ies t hat  t he ci rcu lar
moti ons will  n ot be  pe rf ect  and th en th e p er iod was some ot her 
me an  be tween  t he gr eat er  an d the  l esser .”

                                                
21 in hora casus semi nis i n matrice vel in hora quaesti onis factae post
conceptionis.



in fl uen ti al pe opl e. Amon gst  t hese bei ng  John  De e and P ico de ll a
Mi randola bu t to name two. We  al so kn ow th at  Bonatti  i nfl ue nce d
Johann Schöner , the  cart og raph er , ast rol og er, and associate of 
Me lanct hon i n Ger many.

More ove r, th e Li ber A st ron om iae i s not  our on ly source for  t his
doct rin e. Not by a lon g shot. We  f ind i t i n Ve tt ius Vale ns 32 and in 
Al bi run i' s El em ent s of th e A rt  of  A str ol ogy  33 sh owing  t hat  aside
fr om Bonatti 's Ar ab ic sources th er e wer e y et  ot he r sou rce s in th e
Mosl em an d Byzant in e wor lds f or th is doctr in e. Al bi run i wrote  in 
th e ele ve nth  cent ur y AD. Ve tt ius was known  in  t he or igi nal G re ek
to t he By zan ti nes and in  Ar ab ic to th e Mosle ms.

Cl oser to home , h oweve r, we  f ind t hat  p rior to th e destru ct ion  of
th e Pal at ine  Libr ar y i n 1620 by th e Austri an  Ar my  in  t he Th irt y
Ye ar s War  th er e wer e at least  two man uscri pt s dealin g wit h thi s
su bject . Jesui ts accompanie d the  Aust ri ans and most of  th e
Bi bl iot eca Palatin a was t ake n as sp oil  t o Rome. Some of  th e books,
howe ver , man ag ed to fi nd th ei r way  to Aust ri a.

I have a cop y of a man uscri pt  by  Domi nicus Mari a de Novarra f rom
th e Nat ional  Bi bl iot ek , V ie nna b ear in g a stamp that indicate s that it
was once in th e Bi bl iot eca Palatin a.34 That i t deals wi th  th is su bject 
is n ote worth y as it s aut hor  was a stu de nt of  Marsili o Fi ci no, t he
gr eat F loren ti ne Pl atoni st an d advise r to th e Me di cis; and t his same 
Domi nicus Mari a de Novarra i s r ep ute d to have be en an  associate 
of  Cope rn icu s.

Th is manu scr ip t g ives ye t anothe r syste m of att ri but ions of  pe ri ods
to t he an gle s of th e f ig ure s: 258 whe n the  Moon  i s e xactl y
asce ndi ng , 273 wh en  ex actly  descen din g, an d 288 when 
imme diate ly un der  t he de gre e of th e Descen de nt.

                                                
     32  Ibid.

     33 The Book of Instruction in the E lements of the Art of Astrology, trans.
Ramsey Wright London 1934 Luzac &  C o.

     34 Nati onal Bi bl iothek Handscriften 5503 ff 196r-199v.



Wh il e t he  qu estion of wh eth er  or  n ot th e doctri ne  in  f act  does what 
it  was in ten de d t o do is not yet  answer ed. It i s cer tain th at it  was
part  of  t he st ock  i n t rade of  th e medie val  and an cie nt  astr ologe r and
th at  conside rable  t ime  and ef for t was e xpe nded in  pr eservin g, an d,
we  must  assu me  ap pl yin g it th rou gh  ou t the  cent ur ies p rior to th e
mode rn pe riod.

As an e xampl e of th e i nt ere st  of  t he Eu rop ean n ob ili ty  in  astr ol ogy ,
an d in th is parti cu lar  doct ri ne, I su bmit th e f ol lowin g t ex t wri tte n
by  An dalo di  N egr o in th e f ou rte en th ce ntu ry . Thorndik e, in  hi s
Hi st ory  o f Ma gi c a nd  Experim en tal  S cience devote s mor e than hal f
of  Chap te r XII of  V ol. III (p p 191-204)  to An dalo.

He  t ell s us th at An dalo was of a n ob le House  and se rve d as
ambassador f rom G en oa to Al ex ius Comn enu s, Empe ror  of
Tr eb izond (Emp ire  b oar di ng th e Black Se a, north -e ast  of
Constan ti nop le ). H e was a hi gh ly re spe ct ed man b ot h as an
astr ologe r and as a poli tical  fi gu re. H e wrote an  in tr odu cti on  to
ju di cial ast rolog y and f our  t itl es on  t he re lati on  of  t he st ars t o
hu man g en erati on, one of  wh ich i s translat ed for the  f irst time int o
En gl ish  b elow. 35

Boccaccio pr ai sed An dalo in  hi s wor k on cl assical my thology in  th e
most  gl owing  of Ter ms, as f ol lows:

 “Of ten  I have  me nt ion ed th e gen er ous and ve ner ab le ol d man ,
An dalo di  N egr o of Ge noa, once my te ach er  in  t he movemen ts of 
th e stars. And you have known , 0h best of ki ngs ( Hug h IV of 
Cy pr us 1324 -1359) h ow gr eat was hi s cir cu msp ection, how grave 
hi s dep or tme nt , h ow vast  hi s knowl edg e of th e stars. N ot on ly by 
th e rul es of  t he an cie nt s did he  k now t he movemen ts of  th e stars, as
we  h ave  many  a ti me  made  pr oof, bu t, si nce  h e h ad tr aversed
ne ar ly th e whole world, and h ad pr ofi te d b y exp er ien ce  un de r
ever y cli me an d e ve ry horizon , h e kne w as an  ey e wit ne ss wh at we 
le ar n f rom h earsay.” 36

                                                
     35 The other three are: Ratio Di versi tatis Partus (The Reason of the D iversity
of B irths), Li ber Iudi ciorum Infi rmi tatum (The Book of Judgements of the Infi rm),
and Canones Modernorum Astrologorum de Infi rmati tatibus (Canons of the
Modern Astrologers Regarding the Infi rm).

     36 As quoted by Thorndi ke, Hi story of Magi c and E xperi mental S ci ence, Vol III,
Chapter X II, p 195.



He re  th en , i s anoth er ex amp le  of  t he astrologer  i n h ig h p laces,
gr eatly  r esp ected, the  advi se r of kin gs, doi ng - i n thi s case wri ti ng -
marvell ou s t hi ngs. The  t ext  of An dalo' s pie ce  on  t he 51st aph ori sm
of  t he Cent ilo qu ium   i s g iven be low f or th e r eader 's comp ari son
wi th  Bonatti 's tr eatme nt  of  t he same mater ial, as ab ove. However  as
me nt ion  h as be en made of  th e Cent ilo qu ium  and th e 51st t he reof, it 
is f itt in g t hat I f irst tel l you  some th ing  of t hat wor k.

Th e Cent ilo qu ium  is, as th e n ame i mp lie s, a colle ct ion  of ast rol og i-
cal aph or isms, 100 in nu mbe r, cove rin g man y are as of  astr ol ogi cal
pr actice and t heory . The  work  was also known  as t he Li ber Fr uctus
or  Bo ok  of  F rui t and was gen er all y att ri but ed to P tol emy, th e
au th or of  th e Tetr abi bl os. Some h istor ians of  scie nce  n ow consi de r,
howe ver , that the  work  was re all y the  p roduct of a t en th ce ntu ry 
Ar ab  astr ologe r. Wh oever  was the  auth or  of  t he te xt, i t h as pr oved
to b e a very  h andy ser ie s of remin der s to pr ofe ssion al  astr ologe rs
even  to t his day.

Th e 51st aph ori sm re ads:

“Mak e t he  Si gn  occu pie d by th e Moon at the  t ime  of b ir th th e
asce ndi ng  Si gn  at  t he conce pt ion ; and consider th at in  wh ich she 
may be posit ed at  t he conce pt ion , or th e opp osi te  on e, as t he Si gn
asce ndi ng  at  b irt h.”

It  i s also p roper  t o add he re , t hat t hi s r ul e, wh ich  i s t ri cki er  th an  it 
ap pe ars, has b een  u sed more  f req ue ntl y for  p urp oses of  re ct ifi cation
of  t he bi rth  t ime  t han  f or de ter mi nat ion of the  b irt h time, it se lf, at
le ast i n the  mode rn  pe ri od. The re ason for  t his i s app are nt  wh en 
on e con si der s that, if  t he ru le is vali d i t shoul d wor k e qu all y wel l
forward i n t ime as backward i n t ime.

Havi ng st ate d the  51st aph ori sm now we wi ll consi de r An dalo on 
th e mat te r.

Tr ac tat e on the  In fu sio n of Sp erm : On  t he 51st Di ctu m of th e
Cent ilo gu ium  37. Accor di ng to Lord An dalo di  N egr o of Ge noa

                                                
37 The text is Bi bl ioteca Apostol ica Vati cana 4085 f 28r-v. It w as translated and
edited by Lynn Thorndi ke and publi shed in Isis 47, 1956 pp 395-397 as part of an
arti cle titl ed "N otes upon Some Medieval Latin Astronomical  Manuscripts at the
Vati can."



Sect ion I I
The Length of  Li fe

On t he Fo ur Di fferent iae of  N ati vi ties and How  They  O ught to Be
Lo oked to  in O rder

Th is matt er is ce nt ral  t o N at al Astrology an d i s of gr eat est
se ri ousne ss. Unfort unate ly, i t i s rar el y dealt wi th in  mode rn works
on  t he ge ne thl iolog y.  F or  th e medie val  and an cie nt  astr ologe r i t
was of ce ntr al  importance t o be ab le to de te rmi ne  un de r whi ch
conf igu rati on s death or , wor se, deformati on  an d mon st rou s bir th s,
woul d r esult . To ig nor e thi s asp ect of the  art would h ave  b een 
consider ed cr iminal in as mu ch  as t he we lfare  of th e cli ent , his wife ,
an d per haps th e r ealm de pen de d u pon t he  su ccessfu l and safe 
be ar ing  of off spr in g.

Ag ai n i t was considere d absol ute ly  ne ce ssary  to k now, given  a
bi rt h, wh eth er  th e chi ld woul d sur vive or not and if  so f or  how
long . To pass judge men t on a fig ur e and to announ ce an  au sp ici ou s
fu tu re for one  wh o wou ld di e a mon th af ter wards was consi de red
to b e an indicati on  of  p rof essional i ncomp et ence whi ch , oft ene r
th an  not in royal  case s, earn ed th e p racti ti one r death .

Ru le s such as those  gi ve n b el ow we re in ten de d t o addre ss th is issue 
an d we mu st assume that con si der ab le ti me an d e ff ort  was
ex pe nde d in or der  t o mak e sur e t hat t he y wer e t he  be st  th at  coul d
be  f ramed. The y are  su bmitt ed he re  for investig at ion  with  n o claims
be in g made t o the ir  re li abi li ty {b ut re ad fu rth er  be low}. They  will 
st an d or fai l on th eir  own me rit  and th oug h in wh at follows I wi ll at 
ti me s g ive some e xampl es an d mak e comme nts t her eon I do t hi s f or 
th e pur poses of e ncour ag ing  i nve st igati on rathe r than aff ir min g
dogmati cally  my e ndorsement  of t he  ru le s.

In  t he followi ng se cti on , t ak en fr om Bonat ti 's Li ber A st ron omi ae,
Tr ac tat us  De cimus , De Nati vit at ibus, we  se e that the  f irst thi ng  th e
astr ologe r did wh en  an al ysi ng  a fi gur e was t o det ermin e whi ch of 
four  differe nt iae  or cases it  f ell  i nto.



Th e fir st  in cl ude s sti ll bir th s, ab ort ions an d t hose wh o do not  l ive 
long  en ou gh to be  n our ished. It in clu de s a discussion of th e
astr ologi cal  sign at ure s of monst rous bi rth s. Th e state men ts made 
he re in we re not t o be taken  symb ol icall y or analogou sl y. Th ey we re
me an t l it erall y. In  ou r socie ty today , most of us ar e spare d t hi s side
of  p rocre ati on . Though  diff icult ie s such as mon st rou s bir th s sti ll
occu r, no on e excep t t he  nu rse-midwif e and t he at ten di ng ph ysi ci an 
is u suall y aware of  th e fact. In  Bonatt i's day, b irt h was ofte n or
ex cl usi ve ly at  home . Under su ch condi ti ons, it was i mp ossib le to
hi de  th e mat te r and th er e was a wh ole  syst em of  divi nation, wh ich
ce nt red on such b ir ths and th e t hi ngs t hey  were  considere d to por-
te nd.

Fu rt her more, t he astrologer  h imsel f was fr eq uen tl y t he  ph ysici an 
an d thu s had more  t han  e nou gh  ex pe rie nce wit h t he  matt er. F inall y
th e con di tions of  l ife  u nde r whi ch  th e peopl e l ived, t he lack of 
pr op er at ten ti on to hy gi ene  and pr ope r pre natal car e all  t ended
th en , as now i n t he  un de rde ve lop ed nati ons, to wr eak  h avoc on
pr eg nan cy , b ir th, and longe vi ty. Unde r such cir cu mst an ces, no
doub t t he  un fortu nate si de of  bi rt h was too common.

Th e secon d differe nt ia deals wi th th ose  case s in wh ich  t he native,
th ou gh ph ysi cally  n ormal , n evert he less did n ot li ve long af ter  b irt h
du e to in her en t weakne ss or  dise ase.

Th e thi rd differe nt ia deals wi th th ose  case s, in  which the  n ati ve  take s
nour ish me nt, l ivi ng , t he ref or e l on g e nough  t o b e fed b ut may b e
ex pe cte d to di e i n inf an cy. This differe nt ia wou ld in clu de  wh at  we 
today cal l " cr ib de ath ." 

Th e fou rt h differe nt ia deals wi th th ose  who su rvi ve  in fancy  and wh o
wi ll  li ve  to an i ndete rminate  ag e. Th ese are  th e su bject  of t he 
me th od used to de te rmi ne  th e len gt h of lif e.

Th e model  used by  t he astrologer s in ar ran gi ng th eir  mate ri al  i n i s
cl early  P tol emy's Tetr abi bl os, Book III, ch apt er s 9 and 10 in 
Ashmand's edit ion . However, t he au thors wh o Bon at ti qu ote s have
op in ion s dif fe rin g from Ptole my on  th ese mat ter s and modi fy  th is
ar range me nt somewhat.
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Note: “san” is an abbreviation for syzygy ante nativitatem, and refers to the 
closest conjuction (New Moon) or prevention (Full Moon) prior to birth.



Exam ples of Appl icati on of  the Fir st  Di fferent ia R ul e

Fi rst Exam ple : St il lborn C hil d

Fe male ch ild.  Born  at  Tean eck, Ne w J er sey , USA. Jul y 25, 1948, at
6:05  EST. P lacidus Houses.  Fig ur e I – re f: Ap pe ndi x One 

Tabl e F or  Fi gure I : Sti ll bor n Chi ld
List  of t he Impor tant Point s Acc or din g to Bonat ti’s Application of the
Firs t Differ en tia incorporating the met hod ascr ibed to Aboali

Im po rtant  Po int Degr ee Term 
Ruler *

Asce ndant 13°  CP Ju pi ter 
Ru le r of Ascen dan t - Sa turn 23°  LE Ve nu s
Ru le rs of  th e Tri pl ici ty  of  t he
Asce ndant  (Ear th) 
Ve nu s
Moon 
Mars 

26°  GE
26°  PI
05°  LI

Satu rn
Satu rn
Satu rn

Se ve nth  H ouse 13°  CN Ju pi ter 
Ru le r of Seven th House  -  Mo on 26°  PI Satu rn
Four th House 08°  TA Mercur y
Ru le r of Fou rt h H ou se - Venus 26°  GE Satu rn
Te nt h H ou se 08°  SC Ve nu s
Ru le r of Ten th  House -  Ma rs 05°  LI Satu rn
Su n 02°  LE Ju pi ter 
Ru le r of Sun  -  Sun 02°  LE Ju pi ter 
Moon 26°  PI Satu rn
Ru le r of Moon  -Jupiter 19°  SG Me rcury 
Pr event ion ( Fu ll Moon be for e
Bi rt h) at  29° CN is ru led b y t he 
Moon 

26°  PI Satu rn

Part  of  F ort un e 06°  VI Me rcury 
Ru le r of the  P art  of F or tun e -
Merc ury

15°  CN Me rcury 

Ju pi ter  as b en efi c 19° SG Me rcury 
Ve nu s as ben ef ic 26° G E Satu rn
Ju pi ter  as diu rnal plane t 19° SG Me rcury 
Satu rn as di ur nal  p lan et 23° LE Ve nu s

* For Rul er of  th e Ter ms se e App en dix  Two: Tabl e V



Tabl e Sho wing Assig nment  of  Points fo r Fig ur e I 

Degr ee Sun Mo on Mercury Venus Mars Jupi ter Saturn

13 CP 3 3 4,3 1 2 5
23 LE 5,3 2 1 3 3
26 G E 1 5,3 3 3,2
26 P I 3 4,3 3,1 5 2
  5 LI 1 3 5 3 3,4,2
13 CN 5,3 1,2 3 3 4
26 P I 3 4,3 3,1 5 2
 8 TA 4,3 2,1 5,3 3
26 G E 1 5,3 3 3,2
 8 SC 3 3,2 5,3,1
 5 LI 1 3 5 3 4,3,2
 2 LE 5,3 3,2 3,1
 2 LE 5,3 3,2 3,1
26 P I 3 4,3 3,1 5 2
19 SG 3 1 5,3 3,2
26 P I 3 4,3 3,1 5 2
 6 V I 1 3 5,4,2 3 3
15 CN 5,3 2,1 3 3 4
19 SG 3 1 5,3 3,2
26 G E 1 5,3 3 3,2
19 SG 3 1 5,3 3,2
23 LE 5,3 2 1 3 3

To tals 45 49 50 67 47 85 75

In  r elati on to th e above  two tab le s and Fi gu re I not e the  f oll owing 
wi th  care : J up ite r is caden t by Wh ole  Sign  H ouses. O f the  Trip li cit y
Ru le rs of  th e Ascen dan t (Ve nu s, Moon an d Mar s) two out  of  t hre e
pl an ets are caden t by Wh ole  Sign  H ouses. The  Su n is de ter mi ned t o
th e 8th  H ou se an d i n 8th  Sig n f rom t he  Asce ndant . The  Tr ip licit y
Ru le rs of  th e Sun  ( Sun , Jup it er an d Sat urn ) give no st ren gt h t o the 
Ch ar t – as t he  Su n is ru ler  of t he  House of death , whi le Satur n (an d
th e Sun  agai n)  ar e in th e 8th  Sig n f rom t he  Asce ndant . J up ite r bei ng 
cade nt an d r et rog rade. The ch art  speaks of  deat h rat he r t han l if e.



Th e Hyl eg an d Al co coden 

On t he Hy leg 

Th e doctr ine  of t he  Hy le g i s fou nd in  Book  III. 10 of the  Tetr abi bl os
wh er e P tolemy discu sse s his syst em of  P ror og ati on , whi ch, as was
poin ted out earli er , i s simpl y a syst em of  p rimar y dir ect ions, u sed
to dete rmine  t he le ngt h of li fe. The Hy leg  i s t he  "g iver of  li fe ", th at is
th e plane t whi ch su stain s t he  ph ysical lif e of th e n at ive  and wh ich 
fi gu res cont in ual ly  in  all in ciden ts of  se ri ous i lln ess. Pt ole my  call s i t
th e An ae ret a. P tolemy’s system of P rorog at ion s ent ai ls th e
iden tif icati on  of  t he An ae ret a (H yl eg) , the  k ill in g p oi nt or  Aphe ta,
an d tak in g t he  di st ance bet we en th em in  th e app ropri at e cir cle .

It  may se em st ran ge , t hat, su ch a rol e wou ld be  g ive n to a plane t, in 
as much  as t he  Asce ndant , whi ch re pre se nts t he ph ysi cal b ody, is
ge ne ral ly  ackn owl edged t o b e the  i mport ant  p oin t in matte rs of 
he al th. H owe ve r, th e ancien t met ap hysics h el d t hat t he  body  was
me re ly a she ll  un ab le of  it se lf to cause any thi ng : p ur ely  a passive 
ob je ct in  wh ich dwe lt th e vit al soul, i tse lf , t he  sh eath of  th e rat ional 
soul .

He nce, he alt h hap pe ned t o t he  body  be cause  of h ar mon y in th e
hi gh er bodie s or souls b ut especially  of t he  vi tal sou l. Th is vi tal sou l,
or  pr an amayakos ha i n San sk rit ; ne phesh i n Heb re w; an ima ( as op posed
to an imus, th e r at ion al  soul ) i n Lat in  was a " ce lesti al"  or sub tle  f act or 
an d hen ce , i n ast rolog y it had t o be re pre se nte d by th e sky  an d the 
dwel ler s in th e sky , t he  pl an ets.

Th ose p lanet s, wh ich wer e most p roper ly  associate d wit h such a
role  as t he pr ese rvati on  of  l ife , wer e the  l umi narie s and t hus i t i s
th at  th e met ap hysical astrologer s sou gh t t o assig n t hi s r ol e t o the m.
In he ren t in th is vi ew is th e recog nit ion t hat t he  he al th of  th e lower 
body  de pe nds u pon  t he he alt h of th e h ig her  vehi cl es, which is to
say that sup er ior s rul e inf er ior s. Si nce, th e sup eri or  vi tal or
in st inctu al, appe ti tive body is cl ose ly  associated with  and
ul ti mat el y f or med b y t he  rati onal body (manomayakosha i n San sk rit ;
ru ac h i n Heb re w, an imus in  Lati n)  an d sin ce  th is mi nd is t he se at of 
ou r opi ni ons and th ink in g, we  may phr ase t he  un de rst an din g of th e
ch ai n of cau salit y in re gar d to he alt h (wh ich b ef ore  we r ef err ed to
as supe ri ors r ule  i nfe ri ors) in moral  Terms - as the  sage s fre qu ent ly 
di d - b y say in g, th at by  le ading  a moral l if e one  en joyed h eal th  an d
we ll  be in g.



 Con ver se ly , deviation from the  Law would r esu lt  in  dise ase,
mi se ry, stri fe  an d death  for the  i ndi vi dual; war, famin e, pe st ile nce,
an d death  for nat ions. F or accor di ng to th is me taphy si cs a mor al  li fe 
is t he ou tward ex pr essi on  of  just ice and harmony in  th e sou l, i.e.,
harmony  b etwee n a man' s opi ni ons, his appe ti tes, and G od' s Wor d
wh ich i s Law f or th e Cre ati on .

Th is Law, Ve da f or  th e Indians, Torah f or  th e Jews, fi nds
mani festation in th e cosmologi cal  sche me  an d so th e p lanet s and
lu mi nar ie s b ecome  t he in str ument s of th e Law. At  t his p oin t
astr ology , t he ology  an d met ap hysics mer ge in to on e h ol y sci ence
th e pract ical app li cati on  of  which is, i n p ar t, in  th e sci en ce of 
me di cin e; on e facet  of  which is th e abi lit y to de ter mi ne wh eth er  or 
not the  p ati en t wil l sur vive, an d if so how lon g. Th e tradi tional
ph ysici an , t he ref or e, combi ni ng hi s medical knowl edg e wit h
astr ologi cal  k nowle dge  soug ht  to answer  th is qu estion not  only  of a
pati ent , but  also of any  in di vidual whatever , b ased on  hi s nat al 
fi gu re.

Gale n ope nly  affi rmed th e i mp ort an ce of  astr ologi cal  considerati ons
in  h is tr eat ises on  me di cin e. Th e Arabs an d Jews of th e Middle 
Ag es, b asing  t hei r medical pr act ice on Gal en 's te ach in gs de vel op ed
th e rep ut ati on  for bei ng  th e most advan ced and compe te nt 
ph ysici an s of the  day. As ast rol og ical con si der at ion s playe d a
ce nt ral  r ole  i n much of the ir  pr actice, it  was ne cessaril y inclu ded i n
me di cal  t rai ni ng ju st as, con ver se ly, much  medi cal k nowle dg e
foun d i ts way int o ast rolog ical te xts.

Th e two arts of medici ne  an d ast rolog y, wh il e n ot  al ways un ite d,
ne ve rth el ess were  so closel y int er woven  th at  many  of  t he be st
astr ologe rs we re ph ysi ci ans and many of  th e best phy si cians we re 
astr ologe rs. F inall y, du e t o the  metaph ysi cal p ri nci pl es un der ly ing 
th e pract ice  of b ot h medici ne  an d ast rolog y, we  see th e t wo cl osely 
li nk ed to moral p hi losop hy an d t he ology . It was, the re for e not  at all 
un usual  f or on e t o recei ve a ser mon wit h one 's tr eat me nt as th ese
ph ysici an s, ar med with  t he psych ol ogi cal i nsigh ts of  astr ol ogy  and
th e spi ri tual gui dance  of t he ir tr adi ti ons i nte nded to tr eat b ot h t he 
sy mp tom and th e cau se of  th e pat ie nt' s miser y. 65 In thi s gen re  th e
doct rin e of th e H yl eg would p lay  an i mp ort an t r ol e f or  in  t his way
th e times of  seri ou s i ll ness wou ld be  k nown as we ll as th e times at 
wh ich t he  nati ve' s lif e wou ld be  e ndang ere d.

                                                
65 A perfect example of the weddi ng of spiritual  advi ce wi th medi cal  practi ce in the
Islamic tradition of the Mi ddle Ages is The Spi ri tual Phvsick of Rhazes trans. A.J.
Arberry. John Murray, London, 1950.



On Caput Dr aconi s and I ts Cauda

“Alk indi sai d that whe n Capu t dr ac onis {Dragon ’s He ad} was wi th 
th e Alcocode n (wi th in 12 de gr ees b efore  or  12 deg ree s aft er ) t hat h e
di mi nishe s a f our th  part  of  h is ye ars. But  I have  not exp er ien ce d
th is. But  I do re me mbe r that thi s is tr ue conce rn ing  t he tail. And it  is
more  harmful  when  i t i s wit h the  Moon  t han  when  with  any of  th e
ot he r sig nif icators.”

“O th erwise t he  ye ar s of the  n ati ve  ar e var ie d and ar e given  by  t he
powe r of the  n ati vi ty of  th e nat ive's own of fsp ri ng wh o shall
su rvive , just as th e y ears ar e var ied b y t he  re volut ions af ter  t he
nati vit ie s. (Concer nin g thi s mor e is said in  Bonatti ’s ch ap ter  on t he 
fath er  -  On  t he fourt h Hou se   -  t he En gli sh  tr an slati on of  wh ich i s
ye t to be  re le ase d.)”

In  closin g t hi s section I wil l dir ect  atte nt ion  t o Bon att i' s discussi on
of  t he re lat ion of Capu t dr ac onis ( he ad of  th e Dragon) an d Cauda
dr ac onis  (t ail  of t he  Dr ag on)  t o t he  di mi nishi ng of  th e years of  t he
Al cocoden . H e rel at es th at it  was Al ki ndi 's op in ion  t hat  when  t he
Al cocoden  was wit h the  Capu t t hat h e dimin ish es a fourt h par t of
hi s years. Bon att i say s that he has n ot  wi tn essed th is bu t has
wi tn essed th at  su ch  was the  e ffe ct  of  t he Cauda .

I have my sel f not iced th at th e t ai l of the  Drag on  is male fi c. Al l t ex ts
fr om In di a see m t o mak e the  h ead more  male fi c t han t he  tail . Thi s
woul d i mp ly th at somewhe re al ong  t he li ne an  er ror was made  in 
th e transcri pt ion  of t he  gl yp h of Capu t f or  Cauda. Th is would h ave 
had to occur  b efore  Bonatti , the re for e bef or e 1282, wh ich  i s t he  last 

           
        

        
          

       
       

  

     
         

date  he  ment ions in  th e Li ber A st ron om iae. It  woul d app ear  t hat  a
re vi sion wou ld be  i n order as th er e i s bot h tex tu al an d e xp eri en tial
evidence that the  West er n i nt erp re tat ion of the  N ode s is mi stake n.
In  p racti ce it  woul d mean t hat t he  cu rr ent  f lowin g along th e axi s of
th e Nodes actu all y goe s from Cauda t o Capu t and th at  Cauda,
(p re sen tl y cal led t he South  N ode ) is malef ic wh il e Capu t ( pr ese nt ly
call ed North  N ode  i n t he  We st ) i s ben ef ic.



In  t he foreg oi ng as we  h ave  e xpl or ed th e l eg acy  of some of the se 
le ar ned and sk ill ed pe op le, whet he r Arabic, Jewish, In dian or
in de ed categ or ize d as Me die val or Ren ai ssance Eur ope an . ( Th ere 
ar e of- course oth er s we have not  l ook ed at  such  as t hose in  Ch in a or
Asia an d oth er  part s of the  worl d) .  In  so doin g it has b ee n
de monst rated t hat  metaph ysi cal p ri nci pl es ar e n ot  on ly 
di scove rable  b ut ar e t he  natu ral  p reser ve of  th e ast rolog er . Wit hou t
th is be dr ock  u pon  which to bu ild t her e is no astr ology  an d so it  is
in cu mbe nt  on  t hose of us today who se ek  to b e as ski ll ed an d as
comp ete nt  as our forbe ar s t o under stand th at  not onl y can we
di scove r met ap hysical pr incip les b ut th at we  mu st .

                             _____________________________
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