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146IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PURCHASER AND USER.

Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, the
purchaser agrees to use this publication only for his or her exclusive
non-commercial personal and private use and it is a condition of sale
that the purchaser will keep only one copy on hard-disc and one copy
on a back-up disc and will only make one printed copy of this
publication for the purchaser’s exclusive and private use.

And that the purchaser will not in any way shape or form allow this
publication or any part of it to be otherwise reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means including
electronic, mechanical,  photocopying, recording or otherwise, without
the prior and expressed permission of the publisher.

And that the purchaser will not circulate nor allow this publication to
be circulated in any electronic, printed or bound form without a similar
condition including this condition being imposed on all and every
subsequent purchaser or user.

And that the purchaser accepts the above conditions without
reservation as an express part of the contract of sale and acknowledges
that any breach will render the purchaser liable to the payment of
liquidated damages to New Library Limited or its successor(s) for
breach of contract to the full value of  ten  thousand times the purchase
price as on the date that the purchaser bought the publication from
New Library Limited its Agent or Representative notwithstanding
additional damages for infringement of copyright either of content or
format.

The purchaser and any subsequent user is hereby notified that this
publication is encoded and electronically marked so as to allow its
identification as originating as the property of New Library Limited.



INTRODUCTORY NOTES FOR THE READER

The following pages contain the complete facsimile of The
Astrologer’s Guide as published in 1886. It is a second edition.
The first being produced by Lilly and Coley in 1676 with the
slightly differing title Anima Astrologiae: or, A Guide for
Astrologers.

This 1886 edition faithfully reproduces the content of the 1676
edition save for the engraved plate (as detailed below). It also
expands that first edition with an additional Preface and notes
and presents the whole in a revised format.

In the end Supplement will be found facsimile of the 1676 title
page and Lilly’s Epistle. These are provided to show the original
seventeenth century 8vo format.

There too will be found the missing engraving, which presents a
reasonable likeness of Lilly (centre) with Cardan and Bonatti on
either side.  A portrait of Jerome Cardan has been included to
enable comparison.  Bonatti’s portrait seems to be based entirely
on artistic license.  Also, included in the Supplement is the
nativity of Cardan. As stated in the supplemental notes the
typographical errors have been corrected and additional charts
have been included for comparison and guidance.

The 1676 edition of this work was the last book produced by
William Lilly, the renowned seventeen-century English
astrologer. His pupil and adopted son Henry Coley translated the
Latin works into English. Lilly edited the translations adding both
his own notes and a short Address (or Epistle) to the reader.

Though licensed in April 1675 the work was not published until
the following year.  This coincided with the anniversary of the
death of the great Cardan (1501 –1576) who in Lilly’s day was still
regarded as one of the most outstanding astrologers, physicians
and mathematicians of the Age. On this basis it is conjectured that
Lilly deliberately delayed the publication as a mark of esteem for
Cardan. Though it is observed that Lilly was an accomplished
self-publicist (as reference to the legend on the engraving
demonstrates) and understood the rudiments of capitalising on
events to promote his work and himself.



For the next two hundred years these remained the most
substantive text of Bonatti and the most complete astrological
work of Cardan available in the English language. Others such as
George Mensforth (a London astrologer) in his The Young
Student’s Guide &etc., London, 1785 did present astrological
snippets from these authors but nothing as comprehensive as in
Anima Astrologiae. Those fluent in other languages were
considerably more fortunate with full translations of all of
Cardan’s Aphorismorum astronomicorum segmenta septem (from
which these Aphorisms are taken) being available to the French
speaker only a few years after Cardan’s death and Bonatti’s works
being available in Italian and German. Latin speakers alone being
able to read the original works.

By the 1880’s the 1676 publication was exceedingly rare and so
another English astrologer, the well-known theosophist, William
C Eldon-Serjeant re-published it in 1886. He added further notes
and a new Preface, which generally enrich the work, making it
superior to the 1676 edition. Though as noted above the
engraving of Lilly, Cardan and Bonatti was omitted from the 1886
edition. Later editions (including those of Regulus and the
American Federation of Astrologers (AFA) and as sold by
Kessinger, Justus and Ascella) repeated this omission and
reduced the publication by a further 40 pages (being the Redway
publications supplement). All of which you will find restored in
the following pages.

It cannot be over-emphasised that these translations from Bonatti
and Cardan are only extracts from far greater bodies of work.
Nevertheless this fact must be placed in its proper historical
context. For even as extracts they provided for the English
speaker access to the legacy, albeit part, of two of the world’s
greatest astrologers. As such the Anima Astrologiae maintained a
necessary influence from the seventeenth century until the
twentieth. This was during a time when not only astrology was in
decline but when those who had the necessary skills to tap the
fountainhead, namely a good understanding of Latin, Arabic or
Greek were also diminished thus as the centuries wore on this
little book became increasingly important.

As far as Bonatti is concerned for many English speakers it was
the only source available to them until the end of the last century
(1980) when more of Bonatti’s translated work were published, as
is expanded on below.



When Robert Zoller was shown a copy of Anima Astrologiae
 in 1972 (almost three hundred years after it was first
published) he instantly recognised its worth. And so it may be
said that with that realisation the Great Hiatus that had so long
plagued astrology began to be broken.  The direct link to Bonatti
which Lilly and Coley had sough to preserve and which Eldon-
Serjeant much to his credit helped endure, was then re-
established as Robert became the first modern practitioner of
astrologer to teach the techniques of Bonatti and over the next
twenty-five years developed comprehensive courses for the
serious student.

Indeed, the next person after Coley to translate substantial
sections of Bonatti’s opera into English was Robert Zoller. Some of
these later translations are now also available Bonatti on War
Bonatti on Arabic Parts with more being released constantly (for
updates please add your name to the email newsletter list).

Further insight into the techniques of Bonatti will be found at
http://www.new-library.com/zoller  . But alas, there is not yet
the same standard of material for those wishing to study the
techniques of Cardan.

The 146 Considerations of Bonatti (died c. 1300) represent only a
small fraction of the immense work of this outstanding author
who was the most successful and distinguished astrologer of the
thirteenth century.  The Considerations are taken from the Tractatus
Quintus of his Liber Astronomiae, which Thorndike describes as
"The most important astrological work produced in Latin in the
13th century."

The Considerations provide a wealth of knowledge for the
practising astrologer – both in matters of horary and natal
judgment. The scope is very wide ranging from fixed stars, void-
of-course moon, declensions, retrograde motions, how to deal
with late degree (post 29°) positions, eclipses, combustion, nodes
and more making it a highly valuable work.

http://www.new-library.com/zoller/biography/
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/courses/
http://www.new-library.com/zoller/books/
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By having it published in English, thus making it more widely
available Lilly was demonstrating its importance and underlining
the faith that he held in it.  Now over three hundred years later an
increasing number of modern astrologers are agreeing with Lilly
as they too conclude that the knowledge conveyed by such as
Bonatti is essential for the proper practise of astrology and that it
is ignored at the astrologer’s peril.

Girolamo Cardano (in Italian), Jerom(e) Cardan of Milan (in
English), Hieronomus Cardanus (in Latin) was the leading
astrologer in the century before Lilly.  Eldon-Serjeant gives a good
overview of Cardan’s character in his Preface but reference
should also be made to Henry Morley’s The Life of Girolamo
Cardano, London 1854 and Jean Stoner’s The Book of My Life
London, 1931 (being a translation from the Latin of Cardan’s own
De vita propria liber – The Book of My Life).

From the 1172 aphorisms that Cardan wrote Lilly and Coley
selected only 245. It seems a fair assumption that this selection
was governed by the needs of cost-effective publishing. However,
this should not necessarily be seen as a limitation, as such. For
when the selected Aphorisms are read as part of the whole it soon
becomes apparent that Coley and Lilly have selected and
carefully organised these aphorisms so as to give the greatest
practical benefit to the practising astrologer. Also, as Lilly points
out in his Epistle they compliment the great body of work that he
had already published. They also compliment Coley’s second
edition of   Clavis Astrologiae Elimata: or, A Key To the Whole
Art of Astrology also released in 1676.

Equally, it should be remembered that this work is largely
translation and that no translation is faultless. But here the words
of another translator of astrological texts are worthy of note:

  “ Coley’s translation is free, not word for word. However, this does
not make it wrong necessarily. It simply indicates that there is a lot of
interpretation.  Coley was an astute astrologer and a sympathetic
translator. There does not seem to be any reason to mistrust his
translation from the practical point of view.



“  There is no such thing as a perfect translation. They all entail
interpretation, not only of the language but also as to the author’s
intent – some more, some less. Unless we seek to set ourselves up as
the only person whose opinions count, or claim authority on a
subject, then it behoves us to regard the work of our skilled
predecessors as worthy contributions. This should not blunt our
critical analysis but should remind us that there is always the
possibility that they saw something we might have missed,
especially when they have someone as eminent as William Lilly
looking over their shoulder. “

                                                                              Robert Zoller
                                                                                              October 2000

Though Cardan wrote over four centuries ago, his aphorisms
remain as pertinent today as they were then. Indeed, those who
are of a mind to ignore old texts and attempt to look anew would
do well to meditate on both these Aphorisms and Bonatti’s
Considerations before embarking down a separate path of the
astrological maze.

The 245 Aphorisms cover a wide variety of subjects from germane
general advice to the astrologer to particular direction concerning
nativities, elections, revolutions (including solar and lunar
returns), disease, eclipses and comets, weather, earthquakes, war,
husbandry and more.

Like the Considerations the Aphorisms are meant only for guidance
– thus the book’s name The Astrologer’s Guide. However, those
astrologers who take the trouble to test its contents will be well
rewarded for their efforts. To the discerning astrologer it will be
evident that much truth is to be found, unaltered by time. And so
it will soon become apparent why Lilly chose these particular
works as his final legacy to us from the great mass of writings at
his disposal.

The Publisher
New Library London
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Girolamo Cardano (in Italian), Jerom(e) Cardan of Milan (in English),
Hieronomus Cardanus (in Latin) was a leading astrologer, mathematician and
physician in the 16th Century.

Born in Pavia (a city south of Milan, Italy) in 1501
Died in Rome in 1576

The portrait above is reproduced from his autobiography De Vita Propria
Liber (The Book of My Life) written by Cardan in 1575, the year before his
death. It shows Cardan aged 68 (Aetatis LXVIII). It is taken from Spon's 1663
folio edition (Lyons) of Cardan’s Opera Ominia (The Complete Works).



THE NATIVITY OF CARDAN

Figure One  :  1663  Reproduction

Taken from Book V of Cardan’s Opera Omnia (The Complete Works), Spon’s
folio edition, Lyons, 1663.

This is the Nativity of Cardan as calculated by himself but it was reproduced
containing a number of printer’s errors.  Some such as the two Suns will be
obvious to many astrologers while others are less subtle though perhaps more
significant.

It should be compared to Figure Two, which is reproduced with
typographical errors corrected. Also, compare it to Figure Three.

Figure Two: 1663 Reproduction with Typographical Errors Corrected.

Student’s viewing the chart in relation to the Guardian Angel should use this
chart and Figure Three. Also, make reference to Eldon-Serjeant’s overview
and if possible Morley and Stoner (see Publisher’s Introductory Notes) and to
Anna Burr’s The Autobiography (Boston 1909) and W Water’s Jerome Cardan,
A Biographical Study (London, 1899). German speakers should refer also to
Herfele’s excellent Des Girolamo Cardano von Mailland Eigene
Lebensbeschreibung (Jena 1914).

Figure Three : Modern Calculation

Here the same chart has been calculated by Robert Zoller showing how a
modern practitioner of Medieval Astrology would treat the birth data of
Cardan, using the modern method of calculation but still applying the
Alchibitius Semi-arc for the calculation of Houses.

When viewing the Firdaria students may like to note: the first forty years of
Cardan’s life was a struggle against poverty. That he suffered ill-health and
disgrace before a swift rise to fame, affluence and a renown that lasted many
centuries after his death.
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